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Abstract
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This article provides an overview of child physical abuse and neglect, and describes the magnitude of
the problem and the triggers and factors that place children at risk for abuse and neglect. After
examining the legal and clinical definitions of child abuse and neglect, common clinical outcomes and
therapeutic strategies are reviewad, including the lifelong poor physical and mental health of victims
and evidence-supported treatment interventions. Mandated reporting laws, and facilitating
collaboration among child welfare, judicial, and health care systems are considered. Important tools
and resources for addressing child maltreatment in clinical practice are discussed, and future
approaches posited.
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